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To Education committee members:

I am writing to you to seriously consider revising NCLB, not eliminate, but revise.  As a parent and an educator I am very concerned about the impact of this act on public schools.  In the years that it has been implemented, it has not accomplished any of its objectives. It has not narrowed the achievement gap, but rather narrowed curriculum in classrooms to test-prep only - eliminating critical thinking, problem solving and in many cases subjects that are not tested like social studies, art, music and technology.  The current law is the real obstacle to closing the achievement gap.  It funnels money away from necessary programs to test prep.  

I whole-heartedly agree with comments made by Chairman Harkin and others that students, teachers and schools should focus on growth and success rather than just failure.  The need to prepare students for the twenty first century is becoming critical and students need to understand how to make use of the tools of technology. I do encourage you to fund the programs that meet the full range of students’ needs:

• breakfast and lunch programs

• after school enrichment and intervention programs

• counseling and mentor programs
•  classroom and school libraries

• school based health care
•  good health, nutrition and fitness
• Title I funding

• extend the school day and school year
• physical site improvements like roofs, windows, equipment and materials

• long term professional development that invests in teacher knowledge rather than scripted programs.

• fully fund schools that do need to address improvements

Please also consider that highly qualified teachers are those who have content knowledge and know how to teach it.  Teachers who receive credentials in alternative programs or who pass tests on content knowledge are not highly qualified.  The teacher in the classroom plays the most critical role in the achievement and often the life of children.  Please do all you can to support those teachers so they can make a difference in the education of our nation’s children.

Thank you for you consideration.

